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A. Comprehensive Plan Goals

Of the goals addressed by the proposal, which is the single primary goal?

Proposals should discuss how the proposed activity is designed to address the primary goal.
Check one:

(® Restore and Conserve Habitat — Restore and conserve the health, diversity and resilience of key
coastal, estuarine and marine habitats.

(O Restore Water Quality — Restore and protect water quality of the Gulf Coast region’s fresh,
estuarine and marine waters.

O Replenish and Protect Living Coastal and Marine Resources — Restore and protect healthy,
diverse and sustainable living coastal and marine resources.

O Enhance Community Resilience — Build upon and sustain communities with capacity to adapt to
short- and long-term changes.

(O Restore and Revitalize the Gulf Economy — Enhance the sustainability and resiliency of the Gulf
economy.

Notes:

As stated in the proposal, the proposed project will create/restore approximately 640 acres of emergent wetlands in the bird’'s
foot delta of the Lower Mississippi River by placing an estimated 8.5 million cubic yards (mcy) of sediment at an estimated

total cost of $36 million, for an average cost of nearly $56,750 per acre restored, at an estimated unit price $4.27 per cubic
yard of material placed.




B. Comprehensive Plan Objectives

Proposals must clearly identify which objectives the proposal will address

1. Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

@ YES O NO O Not articulated

2. Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

@ YES O NO O Not articulated

3. Protect and Restore Living Coastal and Marine Resources

@ YES O NO O Not articulated

4. Restore and Enhance Natural Processes and Shorelines

@ YES O NO O Not articulated

Notes:

O NA

QO N/A

O NA

O NA




8. Of these objectives which is the single primary objective the proposal addresses?
Check one:

(e Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

O Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

(O Protect and Restore Living Coastal and Marine Resources

(O Restore and Enhance Natural Processes and Shorelines

(O Promote Community Resilience

(O Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education

(O Improve Science-Based Decision-Making Processes



C. RESTORE Act and Comprehensive Plan Priority Criteria

All proposals must explain if the proposal addresses one or more of the priority criteria as established by the
RESTORE Act and Initial Comprehensive Plan and, if so, how.

1. This project is projected to make the greatest contribution to restoring and protecting the natural resources,
ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the Gulf Coast region,
without regard to geographic location within the Gulf Coast region.

(® YES O NO (O Not articulated O N/A

2. This is a large-scale project/program that is projected to substantially contribute to restoring and protecting
the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the
Gulf Coast ecosystem.

@ YES O NO O Not articulated O N/A

3. This project is contained in existing Gulf Coast State comprehensive plans for the restoration and protection
of natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the
Gulf Coast region.

® YES (O NO

4. This project will restore long-term resiliency of the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and
wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands most impacted by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill.

(® YES O NO
5. Promote Community Resilience
(® YES O NO (O Not articulated O N/A

6. Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education

(® YES O NO (O Not articulated O N/A

Notes:

As stated in the proposal, the proposed project has the capacity to rapidly restore existing open shallow water habitat to
habitat that is more consistent with the historical diverse ecosystem in the region. As outlined at the beginning of this proposal,
this project is a component of a larger USACE beneficial use effort to restore the Gulf Coast coastal ecosystem. This project
has the capacity to create approximately 640 acres of ridge and emergent wetland habitat, at an estimated cost of $36 million,
or an average of approximately $56,750 per acre.

The proposed project is believed to be consistent with the State of Louisiana’s Coastal Master Plan and is consistent with the
Plaguemines Parish Comprehensive Coastal Restoration Plan, and is supported by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and




D. Comprehensive Plan Commitments

All proposals must demonstrate how the proposal will achieve any or all of the commitments in the Comprehensive
Plan. The commitments in the Comprehensive Plan are as follows:

Does the proposal articulate how it will achieve the following commitments in the comprehensive plan?

1. Science-based Decision-Making

(® YES O NO (O Not articulated

Notes:

As stated in the proposal, this project is being proposed in part because, as presented in the discussion on Comprehensive
Plan Objectives, the science and practice of coastal restoration through the use of dredge material is proven and well

established. This ecosystem restoration tool can provide immediate results, build upon past and recent wetland creation
projects in a cost-effective manner.

2. Regional Ecosystem-based Approach to Restoration

@ YES O NO O Not articulated

Notes:

As stated in the proposal, this project is a component of a larger USACE beneficial use of dredge material effort to restore the
Gulf Coast coastal ecosystem. Beneficial use of sediment is a key tool for regional ecosystem restoration. The Gulf of Mexico
Regional Ecosystem Restoration Strategy describes the need “to maximize to the extent practicable and ecologically
acceptable the quantity and effective use of sediments” (Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Task Force 2011, 24). USACE

has been committed to the restoration of the nation’s largest expanse of coastal wetlands for more than 30 years and the
proposed project will continue this commitment.

3. Engagement, Inclusion, and Transparency

O YES O NO @ Not articulated

Notes:




4. Leveraging Resources and Partnerships

@ YES O NO O Not articulated

Notes:

As stated in the proposal, a major benefit of the proposed project is that it leverages several existing separate, but related
programs including the USACE Mississippi River O&M Program, the CWPPRA Program, and the Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries, which have made significant investment in ecosystem restoration in Pass a Loutre Wildlife
Management Area (WMA).

As stated throughout this proposal, the MVN O&M Program has an extensive history of creating/restoring coastal habitat in the
LMR.

The Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and Restoration Act (CWPPRA) was passed in 1990 to address Louisiana's need
for a restoration program. CWPPRA is authorized to plan, design, construct, maintain, and monitor coastal wetland restoration

5. Delivering Results and Measuring Impacts
(® YES O NO

Notes:

As stated in the proposal, the use of dredge material is a well-established ecosystem and land restoration tool. Over 31,000

acres of marsh have been restored by MVN through placement of dredge material since 1976. These values illustrate that the
results and impacts of sediment use are easily documented.

E. Meeting Commitments and Tracking and Measuring Progress

1. Does the proposal articulate how it will meet and achieve its commitments?
(® YES O NO (O Not articulated
2. Does the proposal have a plan for tracking and measuring progress?

® YES (O NO

Notes:

As stated in the proposal, the placement sites restored by this project will be monitored similar to all USACE beneficial use
projects, including: 1) post-construction survey to document the quantity of wetlands created; and 2) annual infrared aerial
photography to identify changes in land area. The success of the project will be measured by the acres of ridges and
emergent wetland habitat restored (640 acres), the cost of delivering the sediment to the deposition sites ($36 million), the
average cost per acre created ($56,750), and the length of time required to build the ridges and wetlands (20 months for
planning/design/construction from receipt of funding).




F. Proposal Emphasis Areas

Does the submission describe how the proposed project or program addresses the following four considerations:

1. Is the proposed activity foundational in the sense that the project or program forms an initial core step (or

steps) in addressing a significant ecosystem issue, and can future activities be tiered to substantially increase
the benefits?

@ YES O NO O Not articulated

Notes:

As stated in the proposal, by restoring coastal wetlands, the proposed project addresses a significant ecosystem issue: the
loss of coastal wetlands in the Mississippi River bird’s foot delta. Louisiana wetlands, which account for 40% of the continental
US coastal wetlands, are unique and vital ecological assets worth saving. The Louisiana coastal area has lost 1,900 square
miles of land since 1932 due to multiple causes, including oil and gas development, navigation canals, land subsidence, river
management, and sea level rise. (See Section 9.C of this proposal for Louisiana Coastal Land Loss Map.) The bird’s foot delta

2. Will the proposed activity be sustainable over time?

(® YES O NO (O Not articulated

Notes:

As stated in the proposal, sustainability of the ridges and wetlands to be restored by the project will be enhanced through
existing crevasses developed under the CWPPRA Program and other beneficial use projects (the Mississippi River O&M
Program, CWPPRA, and the LCA BUDMAT Program) in the bird’s foot delta. The CWPPRA Delta Wide Crevasse Project
promotes sediment accretion and marsh creation by delivering sediment and fresh water into the Pass a Loutre WMA, and
through crevasses constructed as mitigation for activities authorized under the EPA/USACE Clean Water Act regulatory
program, in addition to crevasses constructed by the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources (LDNR). Crevasses allow

3. Is the proposed activity likely to succeed?

@ YES O NO O Not articulated

Notes:

As stated in the proposal, the project has a high probability of success based on the MVN'’s record of creating/restoring
coastal ridges and wetland habitat with dredge material in the Pas a Loutre WMA through practices as proposed under this
project. The placement sites are conveniently located in the immediate vicinity of South Pass, and is replenished annually
through naturally occurring shoaling. In addition, the material is readily available and use of the material is not contingent
upon current and/or future O&M activities.




4. Does the proposed activity benefit the human community?
(examples of benefits may include, but are not limited to: how a project will utilize local workers, how a project

will benefit geographically or socially vulnerable communities, how a project will benefit the natural resources
critical to natural-resource dependent industries such as fisheries, tourism, etc.)

@ YES O NO O Not articulated

Notes:

As stated in the proposal, the project both directly and indirectly benefits the Gulf Coast human community. USACE dredging
contracts awarded for over $1.5 million include a requirement to establish and meet small business subcontracting goals. For
prior dredging contracts, contractors have met their small business contracting requirements by relying on local small

businesses for vessel and crew support activities. These subcontracts benefit the local community through the direct and/or
indirect purchase of goods and services associated with these activities.

Ongoing shoreline retreat threatens communities by making community infrastructure, including roads, utilities, and
commercial and industrial establishments more susceptible to wave damage. The proposed project provides key features
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As stated throughout this proposal, the MVN O&M Program has an extensive history of creating/restoring coastal habitat in the LMR. 
The Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and Restoration Act (CWPPRA) was passed in 1990 to address Louisiana's need for a restoration program. CWPPRA is authorized to plan, design, construct, maintain, and monitor coastal wetland restoration projects that provide for the long-term conservation of wetlands and their dependent fish and wildlife populations in coastal Louisiana. The five federal agencies partner with the state to cost share in the design and construction of coastal restoration projects. The CWPPRA Program receives approximately $80 million in federal funds annually. CWPPRA has constructed several ecosystem restoration projects that will be built upon by the proposed project, namely the Delta Wide Crevasse Project, which is designed to introduce sediment-laden waters into the WMA to promote the formation of emergent freshwater and intermediate wetlands. 
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The proposed project is believed to be consistent with the State of Louisiana’s Coastal Master Plan and is consistent with the Plaquemines Parish Comprehensive Coastal Restoration Plan, and is supported by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and the Plaquemines Parish Government (as illustrated in Section 9.D, letters of support). In addition, the project may increase alignment between the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Mississippi Valley New Orleans District's (MVN’s) Mississippi River maintenance dredging and the State’s Coastal Zone Management Plan.  The area to be restored by the proposed project is located at the mouth of the Mississippi River (near river mile 0) in the immediate vicinity of the Deep Water Horizon Oil Spill, and as such was impacted by the oil spill.
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