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A. Comprehensive Plan Goals

Of the goals addressed by the proposal, which is the single primary goal? 
Proposals should discuss how the proposed activity is designed to address the primary goal. 
Check one:

 Restore and Conserve Habitat – Restore and conserve the health, diversity and resilience of key 
coastal, estuarine and marine habitats.

Restore Water Quality – Restore and protect water quality of the Gulf Coast region’s fresh, 
estuarine and marine waters.

Replenish and Protect Living Coastal and Marine Resources – Restore and protect healthy, 
diverse and sustainable living coastal and marine resources.

Enhance Community Resilience – Build upon and sustain communities with capacity to adapt to 
short- and long-term changes.

Restore and Revitalize the Gulf Economy – Enhance the sustainability and resiliency of the Gulf 
economy.

Notes:



B. Comprehensive Plan Objectives

Proposals must clearly identify which objectives the proposal will address

1. Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

YES NO Not articulated N/A

2. Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

YES NO Not articulated N/A

3. Protect and Restore Living Coastal and Marine Resources

YES NO Not articulated N/A

4. Restore and Enhance Natural Processes and Shorelines

YES NO Not articulated N/A

Notes:



8. Of these objectives which is the single primary objective the proposal addresses?

Check one:

 Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

Protect and Restore Living Coastal and Marine Resources

Restore and Enhance Natural Processes and Shorelines

Promote Community Resilience

Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education

Improve Science-Based Decision-Making Processes



C. RESTORE Act and Comprehensive Plan Priority Criteria  
  
All proposals must explain if the proposal addresses one or more of the priority criteria as established by the 
RESTORE Act and Initial Comprehensive Plan and, if so, how. 

1. This project is projected to make the greatest contribution to restoring and protecting the natural resources, 
ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the Gulf Coast region, 
without regard to geographic location within the Gulf Coast region. 

YES NO Not articulated N/A

2. This is a large-scale project/program that is projected to substantially contribute to restoring and protecting 
the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the 
Gulf Coast ecosystem. 

YES NO Not articulated N/A

3. This project is contained in existing Gulf Coast State comprehensive plans for the restoration and protection 
of natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the 
Gulf Coast region. 

YES NO

4. This project will restore long-term resiliency of the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and 
wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands most impacted by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. 

YES NO

5. Promote Community Resilience

YES NO Not articulated N/A

6. Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education

YES NO Not articulated N/A

Notes:



D. Comprehensive Plan Commitments 
  
All proposals must demonstrate how the proposal will achieve any or all of the commitments in the Comprehensive 
Plan. The commitments in the Comprehensive Plan are as follows:  
  
Does the proposal articulate how it will achieve the following commitments in the comprehensive plan?

1. Science-based Decision-Making 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

2. Regional Ecosystem-based Approach to Restoration

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

3. Engagement, Inclusion, and Transparency

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:



4. Leveraging Resources and Partnerships 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

5. Delivering Results and Measuring Impacts 

YES NO

Notes:

E. Meeting Commitments and Tracking and Measuring Progress

1. Does the proposal articulate how it will meet and achieve its commitments?

YES NO Not articulated

2. Does the proposal have a plan for tracking and measuring progress?

YES NO

Notes:



F. Proposal Emphasis Areas

Does the submission describe how the proposed project or program addresses the following four considerations:

1. Is the proposed activity foundational in the sense that the project or program forms an initial core step (or 
steps) in addressing a significant ecosystem issue, and can future activities be tiered to substantially increase 
the benefits?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

2. Will the proposed activity be sustainable over time?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

3. Is the proposed activity likely to succeed?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:



4. Does the proposed activity benefit the human community? 
(examples of benefits may include, but are not limited to: how a project will utilize local workers, how a project 
will benefit geographically or socially vulnerable communities, how a project will benefit the natural resources 
critical to natural-resource dependent industries such as fisheries, tourism, etc.) 
 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:
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Since 2007, the State has made investments in the coast, and the Coastal Master Plan builds on this momentum. The program outlined here lays the groundwork for the large scale projects identified in the Master Plan that are needed if to protect communities and sustain the landscape into the future, restore and protect water resources, living and coastal marine resources, as well as restore natural processes and shorelines.
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The Mississippi River Delta region, which the LMRMP would address, is an area which sustained significant impacts from the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill. As discussed on page 18 of Louisiana’s 2012 Coastal Master Plan, the largest environmental disaster in U.S. history, the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill, directly and significantly impacted Louisiana and highlighted the need for a healthy, resilient coastal ecosystem to better protect coastal communities and cope with these kinds of unforeseen catastrophes.  Moreover, as discussed on page 173 of Louisiana’s 2012 Coastal Master Plan, the effects of the Deepwater Horizon spill continue to be felt in Louisiana and will affect coastal planning. 

As discussed on pages 17-18 of the proposal, land loss and flooding risks are changing the way people live, work, and do business throughout Louisiana’s coast. The LMRMP plans to create an integrated, science-based management strategy for the LMR that results in sustaining and restoring wetlands in the ecosystem that is affected by current navigation and flood control systems, and in turn sustaining the LMR navigation and flood control systems through ecosystem restoration. 

As indicated in the proposal, the state has committed to be available to meet with local groups and leaders to provide information. CPRA also has staff available to meet with citizens in smaller groups, so that they can answer questions and share updates. 
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	Notes:_x4SLgzI0PRhjKJwylkBvAw: As indicated in the proposal, CPRA and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) have successfully engaged in the development of the LCA Mississippi River Hydrologic and Delta Management Study (MRHDMS). A suite of mutually developed predictive models are available (or soon will be) to assess impacts to the river and adjacent basins of ecosystem restoration projects. Much of the focus of this effort has been on the impact of river diversion projects on the river’s navigation and flood control systems. The Lowermost Mississippi River Management Program (LMRMP) is intended to leverage this important work and take the next step in assessing impacts of lower river management (navigation, flood control and ecosystem restoration) on Louisiana’s and the Gulf Coast’s Mississippi River delta with long term sustainability of the ecosystem, and flood control and navigation system in mind.

As indicated in the proposal, CPRA plans to involve the USEPA and the USACE as partners in the LMRMP. Communication with stakeholder groups is vital to the success of the LMRMP, and as such, all relevant groups will be invited to participate in any decision making processes. Due to the outreach and engagement CPRA completed as part of the Coastal Master Plan efforts, CPRA has extensive experience engaging stakeholders in a variety of formats to best capture their input, thoughts, and concerns.
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The project has committed to monitoring, followed by appropriate Adaptive Management protocol, that will improve the understanding of the interaction between management actions and responses. In the case of LMRMP, the measures of success as mentioned in the proposal can be gauged by the following outcomes:

1. Effective management of the Lowermost Mississippi River.
2. Understanding how management actions affect river uses. For example, how will river diversions affect dredging needs (need to maintain minimum depths for navigation)? Various physical, hydrographical, and economic parameters would be monitored.
a. Maximize the possibility of entraining shoaled sediment for future use. Various physical, hydrographical, and economic parameters would be monitored.
b. Prioritize water allocation among navigation, municipalities, and industries during times of low-flow to
ensure services are not compromised. Various physical, and hydrological, and economic parameters
would be monitored.
3. Reduce river management costs without reducing services. Various physical, hydrological, and economic
parameters would be monitored.
4. Optimize the use of river suspended and bedload sediment via capture by sediment diversions at
appropriate places to build land. Monitor the amount of land built by monitoring various physical,
sedimentological, and hydrographical parameters.
5. Utilize sediment dredged annually from maintenance of navigation channels through beneficial use.
Acreage of marsh created, barrier islands restored, or ridges built would be monitored using various physical, sedimentological, and hydrographical parameters.
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	Notes:_q7I03w-tthRdTt1tHQaI*w: As indicated in the proposal, the LMRMP will provide information to current river management practices to achieve habitat restoration and conservation while maintaining the integrity and improving the sustainability of MR&T flood control project and viability of deep draft navigation channel into the future. The goal of the LMRMP is the establishment of an integrated, science-based management strategy for the LMR, to be developed jointly by CPRA, USACE and the USEPA and thus representing the joint State-federal interest. The strategy would be one that sustains and restores sediment-starved wetlands that would otherwise convert to open water and wetland habitat in the ecosystem that is affected by current navigation and flood control systems. 
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If CPRA, EPA, USACE and the Water Institute of the Gulf are all working together towards one common goal, the program is likely to succeed. 
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	Notes:_ssnHmXWZK*T4bH-yRL8YfA: As discussed on pages 17-18 of the proposal, land loss and flooding risks are changing the way people live, work, and do business throughout Louisiana’s coast. The projects in the 2012 Coastal Master Plan are intended to prevent the environmental and economic collapse that will occur if land loss continues and these projects also provide an opportunity to create jobs through a new restoration economy.

Since 2007, the State has made investments in the coast, and the Coastal Master Plan builds on this momentum. The program outlined here lays the groundwork for the large scale projects that are needed to protect communities and sustain the landscape into the future.
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