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A. Comprehensive Plan Goals

Of the goals addressed by the proposal, which is the single primary goal? 
Proposals should discuss how the proposed activity is designed to address the primary goal. 
Check one:

 Restore and Conserve Habitat – Restore and conserve the health, diversity and resilience of key 
coastal, estuarine and marine habitats.

Restore Water Quality – Restore and protect water quality of the Gulf Coast region’s fresh, 
estuarine and marine waters.

Replenish and Protect Living Coastal and Marine Resources – Restore and protect healthy, 
diverse and sustainable living coastal and marine resources.

Enhance Community Resilience – Build upon and sustain communities with capacity to adapt to 
short- and long-term changes.

Restore and Revitalize the Gulf Economy – Enhance the sustainability and resiliency of the Gulf 
economy.

Notes:



B. Comprehensive Plan Objectives

Proposals must clearly identify which objectives the proposal will address

1. Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

YES NO Not articulated N/A

2. Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

YES NO Not articulated N/A

3. Protect and Restore Living Coastal and Marine Resources

YES NO Not articulated N/A

4. Restore and Enhance Natural Processes and Shorelines

YES NO Not articulated N/A

Notes:



8. Of these objectives which is the single primary objective the proposal addresses?

Check one:

 Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

Protect and Restore Living Coastal and Marine Resources

Restore and Enhance Natural Processes and Shorelines

Promote Community Resilience

Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education

Improve Science-Based Decision-Making Processes



C. RESTORE Act and Comprehensive Plan Priority Criteria  
  
All proposals must explain if the proposal addresses one or more of the priority criteria as established by the 
RESTORE Act and Initial Comprehensive Plan and, if so, how. 

1. This project is projected to make the greatest contribution to restoring and protecting the natural resources, 
ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the Gulf Coast region, 
without regard to geographic location within the Gulf Coast region. 

YES NO Not articulated N/A

2. This is a large-scale project/program that is projected to substantially contribute to restoring and protecting 
the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the 
Gulf Coast ecosystem. 

YES NO Not articulated N/A

3. This project is contained in existing Gulf Coast State comprehensive plans for the restoration and protection 
of natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the 
Gulf Coast region. 

YES NO

4. This project will restore long-term resiliency of the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and 
wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands most impacted by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. 

YES NO

5. Promote Community Resilience

YES NO Not articulated N/A

6. Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education

YES NO Not articulated N/A

Notes:



D. Comprehensive Plan Commitments 
  
All proposals must demonstrate how the proposal will achieve any or all of the commitments in the Comprehensive 
Plan. The commitments in the Comprehensive Plan are as follows:  
  
Does the proposal articulate how it will achieve the following commitments in the comprehensive plan?

1. Science-based Decision-Making 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

2. Regional Ecosystem-based Approach to Restoration

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

3. Engagement, Inclusion, and Transparency

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:



4. Leveraging Resources and Partnerships 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

5. Delivering Results and Measuring Impacts 

YES NO

Notes:

E. Meeting Commitments and Tracking and Measuring Progress

1. Does the proposal articulate how it will meet and achieve its commitments?

YES NO Not articulated

2. Does the proposal have a plan for tracking and measuring progress?

YES NO

Notes:



F. Proposal Emphasis Areas

Does the submission describe how the proposed project or program addresses the following four considerations:

1. Is the proposed activity foundational in the sense that the project or program forms an initial core step (or 
steps) in addressing a significant ecosystem issue, and can future activities be tiered to substantially increase 
the benefits?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

2. Will the proposed activity be sustainable over time?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

3. Is the proposed activity likely to succeed?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:



4. Does the proposed activity benefit the human community? 
(examples of benefits may include, but are not limited to: how a project will utilize local workers, how a project 
will benefit geographically or socially vulnerable communities, how a project will benefit the natural resources 
critical to natural-resource dependent industries such as fisheries, tourism, etc.) 
 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:


	fc-int01-generateAppearances: 
	Notes:_ssnHmXWZK*T4bH-yRL8YfA: As stated by Mississippi, the MSEP will constantly connect people and programs to deliver results of restoration and measure the impacts environmentally, socially, and economically. By engaging interested stakeholders and NGOs across the Mississippi Gulf Coast coastal restoration efforts moving forward will be able to maximize project benefits to the community and the environment.

The proposal states that the potential outcomes of the MSEP can initially divided into three categories: 1) natural resource restoration; 2) communication; and 3) environmentally compatible economic development. There could be additional outcomes as yet unidentified. There is clear connectivity between these potential outcomes. It is clear that coastal restoration of natural resources and ecosystems will have tangible benefits to a multitude of ecosystem services across the Mississippi coast. These ecological improvements will have significant economic development returns within Mississippi and adjacent states. Natural resources that are commercially harvested will increase in abundance in Mississippi waters, and in Louisiana and Alabama waters. Upland coastal landscapes will be connected between adjacent states to further enhance water quality and quantity improvement delivery to bays and estuaries. The restoration landscape will put people to work, increase local economies and spur economic development of tourism, eco-tourism as a result of enhanced natural features and ecosystems available to recreate in.

	_4_ Does the proposed activity_wrWh-BCVcRgbJJV6C4nUpw: YES
	Notes:_-*5GAyZnZD9hI4uTzC514A: As stated by Mississippi, this proposal is likely to succeed because of the true interest of stakeholders to build a more resilient and sustainable coast. Mississippi states that the foundational tenets of the MSEP (coordination, leveraging, and engagement) will ensure success.
	_3_ Is the proposed activity l_VSEDmLQEafABZ9niFKYJQg: YES
	Notes:_q7I03w-tthRdTt1tHQaI*w: As stated in the proposal, the overall goal of this proposal is to establish a Mississippi Sound Estuarine Program (MSEP) that will programmatically connect and coordinate state, federal, NGO, and community-based organizations (CBO) toward the common goal of sustainable Mississippi coastal restoration. Mississippi further states that in all efforts the proposers want to ensure that they implement restoration that will provide resilience and ecosystem service functions for the long-term, the essence of sustainability.

Sustaining funding is also the largest risk associated with such an endeavor. Objective 5 [Create and project 10 year funding strategy for MSEP] seeks to mitigate that risk and uncertainty by charting a course of project funding sources and avenues.
	_2_ Will the proposed activity_kF1Qj3MYM1csxHhXn3c5rA: YES
	Notes:_5JNUi9fkVbjh2aJTRsLB9A: As stated by Mississippi, this proposal is foundational because of the intent of the MSEP i.e., true interest of stakeholders to build a more resilient and sustainable coast. Coastal restoration comes down to the ingredients of coordination, leveraging, and engagement. These are the foundational tenants of the MSEP.

Mississippi also notes that Objective #3 [Initiate a coordinated and collaborative effort to create a coupled river – to Mississippi Sound hydrodynamic model as a foundation for sustainable coastal restoration] will be a foundational step in identifying critical observational data gaps needed to support and implement an interdisciplinary modeling framework designed to address Mississippi’s directive towards sustainable coastal restoration.

	_1_ Is the proposed activity f_0BM53rup6ZF2ISK6rUCySw: YES
	Notes:_xD4JHPZ7Gwub593STMPq3A: As stated by Mississippi, the proposal is not an implementation proposal and as such doesn’t require any monitoring for tracking progress. However, enhancing leveraging opportunities, increasing engagement of stakeholders, and ensuring that coastal restoration is systemically integrated as foundational and sustainable would be measures of success of the MSEP.
	_2_ Does the proposal have a p_oVmNJ6ZQKnSVilNNQvUQZA: NO
	_1_ Does the proposal articula_nrlYBmuaTw6qsqWzLtNicw: YES
	Notes:_m4IMIes4Va2ERYuLz-7naw: As stated in the proposal, the MSEP will be dedicated to using science-based decision making to understand how best to move coastal restoration forward. The MSEP will constantly connect people and programs to deliver results of restoration and measure the impacts environmentally, socially, and economically.

	_5_ Delivering Results and Mea_zLe*vqKxNbIjrQF7GhguJQ: YES
	Notes:_x4SLgzI0PRhjKJwylkBvAw: As stated in the proposal, the role of the MSEP establishes collaborative partnerships across the Mississippi coastal landscape, and connects typical disparate groups with a common vision toward sustainable and foundational coastal restoration.  The proposal on Page 18 also notes leveraged funding from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation - Gulf Environmental Benefit Fund, the Mississippi Comprehensive Ecosystem Restoration Tool (MCERT) Planning Project, and a portion of additional funds leveraged through oil-spill research and modeling studies (University of Southern Mississippi (USM) – Gulf of Mexico Research Initiative(GOMRI) - Consortium for Oil Spill Exposure Pathways in Coastal River-Dominated Ecosystems).
	_4_ Leveraging Resources and P_9Ntih-97VDtXh*ieU3UAGw: YES
	Notes:_ebp62ao01pHaVma8kJrEjg: As stated in the proposal, the overall goal of this proposal is to establish a Mississippi Sound Estuarine Program (MSEP) that will programmatically connect and coordinate state, federal, NGO, and community-based organizations (CBO) toward the common goal of sustainable Mississippi coastal restoration.
	_3_ Engagement, Inclusion, and_bZjwblLj5*fwiPHmqQhDmw: YES
	Notes:_o9jp3rQEfdn8ZfoyShMARw: As stated in the proposal, the MSEP commits, by engaging and including programs and systems within the coastal zones of Mississippi, Alabama, and Louisiana, towards sustainable coastal restoration. This approach is also a regional ecosystem-based approach to restoration by recognizing that upland, marine and estuarine habitats are intrinsically connected regardless of county or state borders.
	_2_ Regional Ecosystem-based A_KWEhND7FTWx7atRUJ9UepQ: YES
	Notes:_PnLcdJWb0fKGJQwq-fjKxA: As stated by Mississippi, the MSEP will be dedicated to using science-based decision making to understand how best to move coastal restoration forward, and will rely on foundational science-based decision making to understand how to integrate and maximize coastal restoration in Mississippi.
	_1_ Science-based Decision-Mak_zGMovpa9Z9rDc1QTCkQ94g: YES
	Notes:_cvvrIu7Vw2HeAkxCsqsGtA: As stated in the proposal, the area of interest, encompassing a diversity of habitats that are intrinsically linked across landscapes, regardless of borders, is a regional-based approach to restoration that will create coordinating mechanisms to ensure the greatest contribution is made to restoring and protecting natural resources, at a large spatial extent. Once connected, the individual goals and objectives of projects and programs will collectively begin to restore resiliency of the Mississippi sound ecosystem which is a key strategy identified in several federal, state, and NGO’s strategies, visions, and plans across the Gulf. The sponsor states that, furthermore, the MSEP represents a common purpose that is articulated in multiple State Comprehensive plans across the gulf where the establishment of a programmatic framework to connect and coordinate relevant stakeholders towards the common goal of sustainable coastal restoration.

Stewardship and Environmental Education are noted primarily via connectivity with partners such as the Mobile Bay National Estuary Program and the Grand Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve and as part of Objective 4, but are somewhat less developed in the text than some of the other objectives.  (Please note, however: this is listed as one of the secondary objectives.)
	_6_ Promote Natural Resource S_s2cZLeCRVogh*IA89guMzg: YES
	_5_ Promote Community Resilien_Gq4uVp1DCqDt-b8EzMFyEA: YES
	_4_ This project will restore _IIg1ezFQR5XnwR0OIna-1g: YES
	_3_ This project is contained _HkzjM0ZHWwvF*oMLOCyZ-g: YES
	_2_ This is a large-scale proj_HrhqVvNKGkxi2*WvfKlYRw: YES
	_1_ This project is projected _DPMgXNukuc3*dbkerMPTnw: YES
	singleselectfield_YBOvjmTnofJQr2gODeWJRQ: Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats
	Notes:_VYndyYIJr6GQG9cYV72yqg: All objectives are identified as ones that the proposal will address.

As stated in the proposal, the proposal has the following objectives:
1. Develop a strategic comprehensive restoration action plan for sustainable coastal restoration with input from all the respective state, federal, non-governmental (NGO), and community-based (CBO) organizations within the Mississippi Gulf Coast, as well as adjacent states.
2. Convene advisory teams that will be charged with respective engagement roles towards sustainable restoration and the finalization and adoption of the MSEP structural framework.
3. Initiate a coordinated and collaborative effort to create a coupled river – to Mississippi Sound hydrodynamic model as a foundation for sustainable coastal restoration.
4. Host annual restoration planning discussions that would highlight coastal restoration specific work in the MSEP area of interest and the Mississippi Sound.
5. Create and project 10 year funding strategy for MSEP.
	_4_ Restore and Enhance Natura_uZai1zCDd3BtaP468Jp7Pw: YES
	_3_ Protect and Restore Living_*sj*618XpGyBlCAo1BckBA: YES
	_2_ Restore, Improve, and Prot_T7QbMg3qJE1zAfZKcLoilQ: YES
	_1_ Restore, Enhance, and Prot_cemZXWlXlHqtTB2JVWP2aA: YES
	Notes:_LXZaTlpa8DERVDzdWyVBiw: As stated in the proposal, the proposal aims to provide funding to establish a Mississippi Sound Estuarine Program (MSEP). The program would geographically encompass the Pearl River on the west to the Escatawpa River in the east. It would include the HUC 8 watersheds of these major river systems as an area of interest.  The proposal would initially fund the strategic development of a restoration action plan, and initial coordination efforts that would look across all current funding horizons (National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, Natural Resource Damage Assessment, and RESTORE), leverage existing efforts (Mississippi Comprehensive Ecosystem Restoration Tool) and provide an avenue of strategic coordination of coastal restoration investment.

All other Comprehensive Plan Goals are noted as secondary goals.
	singleselectfield_5pN2cpwlVJrl2hu4Sr-qhw: Restore and Conserve Habitat – Restore and conserve the health, diversity and resilience of key coastal, estuarine and marine habitats.
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