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A. Comprehensive Plan Goals

Of the goals addressed by the proposal, which is the single primary goal?

Proposals should discuss how the proposed activity is designed to address the primary goal.
Check one:

(® Restore and Conserve Habitat — Restore and conserve the health, diversity and resilience of key
coastal, estuarine and marine habitats.

(O Restore Water Quality — Restore and protect water quality of the Gulf Coast region’s fresh,
estuarine and marine waters.

O Replenish and Protect Living Coastal and Marine Resources — Restore and protect healthy,
diverse and sustainable living coastal and marine resources.

O Enhance Community Resilience — Build upon and sustain communities with capacity to adapt to
short- and long-term changes.

(O Restore and Revitalize the Gulf Economy — Enhance the sustainability and resiliency of the Gulf
economy.

Notes:

This proposal seeks funding to design passive inverted siphons to reconnect freshwater inflow from the northern to the
southern portions of Salt Bayou marsh to lower the salinity south of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW). The primary goal
of this project is to create a shovel-ready freshwater siphon project to restore freshwater inflows and thus restore and
conserve habitats in the Salt Bayou system. If ultimately funded for construction, the sponsor asserts that this project could

make a significant contribution to restoring the natural resources, ecosystems, wildlife habitats, and coastal wetlands of the
Gulf.




B. Comprehensive Plan Objectives

Proposals must clearly identify which objectives the proposal will address

1. Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

@ YES O NO O Not articulated

2. Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

@ YES O NO O Not articulated

3. Protect and Restore Living Coastal and Marine Resources

@ YES O NO O Not articulated

4. Restore and Enhance Natural Processes and Shorelines

@ YES O NO O Not articulated

Notes:

O NA

QO N/A

O NA

O NA




8. Of these objectives which is the single primary objective the proposal addresses?
Check one:

(e Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

O Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

(O Protect and Restore Living Coastal and Marine Resources

(O Restore and Enhance Natural Processes and Shorelines

(O Promote Community Resilience

(O Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education

(O Improve Science-Based Decision-Making Processes



C. RESTORE Act and Comprehensive Plan Priority Criteria

All proposals must explain if the proposal addresses one or more of the priority criteria as established by the
RESTORE Act and Initial Comprehensive Plan and, if so, how.

1. This project is projected to make the greatest contribution to restoring and protecting the natural resources,
ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the Gulf Coast region,
without regard to geographic location within the Gulf Coast region.

(® YES O NO (O Not articulated O N/A

2. This is a large-scale project/program that is projected to substantially contribute to restoring and protecting
the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the
Gulf Coast ecosystem.

@ YES O NO O Not articulated O N/A

3. This project is contained in existing Gulf Coast State comprehensive plans for the restoration and protection
of natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the
Gulf Coast region.

® YES (O NO

4. This project will restore long-term resiliency of the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and
wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands most impacted by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill.

(® YES O NO
5. Promote Community Resilience

@ YES O NO O Not articulated O N/A

6. Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education

(® YES O NO (O Not articulated O N/A

Notes:

The loss of hydrologic connectivity in the Salt Bayou ecosystem has lowered the resiliency of the marsh complex, making it
more vulnerable to severe weather events and frequent overwash from the Gulf of Mexico. These conditions have resulted in
plant death and loss of organic soils resulting in the transition of marsh to shallow open water. The feasibility study is a key
step in restoring the flow of fresh water to Salt Bayou watershed, which would result in hydrologic conditions beneficial to
marsh vegetation. According to the submission, the habitats restored through this project are important to the life cycles and
sustainability of ecologically and economically significant Gulf of Mexico marine species. The restoration of freshwater inflows
to the Salt Bayou marsh complex is major goal of the Salt Bayou Watershed Restoration Plan, created by local stakeholders




D. Comprehensive Plan Commitments

All proposals must demonstrate how the proposal will achieve any or all of the commitments in the Comprehensive
Plan. The commitments in the Comprehensive Plan are as follows:

Does the proposal articulate how it will achieve the following commitments in the comprehensive plan?
1. Science-based Decision-Making

(® YES O NO (O Not articulated

Notes:

As indicated in the proposal, the Salt Bayou Freshwater Inflows Restoration Feasibility Study is based on extensive input of
Texas natural resource agencies and local stakeholders. Numerous scientific studies were evaluated by resource agencies
and stakeholders during the development of the Salt Bayou Watershed Restoration Plan. In 2009, a study was published by
the Texas Water Development Board that provided results of salinity and hydrodynamic models that assessed the value of
siphons in the area. The study concluded that siphons would contribute to lower salinities south of the GIWW, but that a
feasibility study must be done to explore the technical aspects of siphons.

2. Regional Ecosystem-based Approach to Restoration

@ YES O NO O Not articulated

Notes:

The Salt Bayou Watershed Restoration Project encompasses over 60,000 acres within the Chenier Plain ecosystem, which
bridges Louisiana and Texas. The area is one of the largest expanses of coastal wetlands in the state of Texas.

3. Engagement, Inclusion, and Transparency

@ YES O NO O Not articulated

Notes:

As indicated in the proposal, extensive planning and collaboration between local stakeholders and resource agencies went
into development of the Salt Bayou Watershed Restoration Plan. This group included the major landowners, political entities
representing the public (e.g., Jefferson County), and natural resource agencies at the state and federal level. The sponsor
would continue to work with representatives from federal and state agencies, local community representatives,
nongovernmental organizations, and other interest groups during the planning phases.




4. Leveraging Resources and Partnerships
(® YES O NO (O Not articulated

Notes:

No additional funding is anticipated beyond that requested with this proposal. However, the process of engineering and
design would rely upon participation by project partners in the Salt Bayou Workgroup. According to the sponsor, the
participating agencies of the workgroup each recognize the value of the proposed project to the successful implementation of

the Salt Bayou Plan. Collectively, these agencies have provided extensive resources including personnel, expertise, data, and
funding to develop and now implement this plan.

5. Delivering Results and Measuring Impacts
(® YES O NO

Notes:

As stated in the proposal, specific measures of success for this project would include completion of a comprehensive
feasibility study, an approved project design, and submission of all required permit applications to the respective agencies. If
the project were funded for construction, success could be measured directly in several ways using the existing data collection

network augmented with new project-related data collection. Associated improvements in habitat type and quality could be
compared to baseline conditions collected during the feasibility study.

E. Meeting Commitments and Tracking and Measuring Progress

1. Does the proposal articulate how it will meet and achieve its commitments?
(® YES O NO (O Not articulated
2. Does the proposal have a plan for tracking and measuring progress?

® YES (O NO

Notes:

The feasibility study is intended to be comprehensive and would likely take 12-18 months to complete. The submission
contains estimated timeframes for components of this feasibility study. The sponsor would track the success and completion
of each component to ensure that the work stays on schedule and milestones are completed in accordance with the workplan.




F. Proposal Emphasis Areas

Does the submission describe how the proposed project or program addresses the following four considerations:
1. Is the proposed activity foundational in the sense that the project or program forms an initial core step (or
steps) in addressing a significant ecosystem issue, and can future activities be tiered to substantially increase
the benefits?

(® YES O NO (O Not articulated

Notes:

According to the sponsor, this project would be a foundational step towards implementing the Salt Bayou Marsh Restoration
Plan's goals to reinstate freshwater inflows and establish marsh stability required to restore the Salt Bayou ecosystem, and
subsequently the natural resources, ecosystems, wildlife habitats, and coastal wetlands of the Chenier Plain.

2. Will the proposed activity be sustainable over time?

(® YES O NO (O Not articulated

Notes:

As indicated in the proposal, large portions of the project area are within protected public lands including McFaddin National
Wildlife Refuge (57,000 acres), J.D. Murphree Wildlife Management Area (25,000 acres), and Sea Rim State Park (3,000
acres). These areas are activity monitored and managed to sustain the ecosystem and their economically valuable natural

resources. In addition, design and adaptive management measures could be identified during the engineering and design
phase to minimize maintenance needs.

3. Is the proposed activity likely to succeed?
(® YES O NO (O Not articulated

Notes:

According to the sponsor, a key to success for this proposal would be the collaborative working relationships which exist

between state and federal natural resource agencies, local governments and the nongovernmental organization community
interested in this proposed activity.




4. Does the proposed activity benefit the human community?
(examples of benefits may include, but are not limited to: how a project will utilize local workers, how a project

will benefit geographically or socially vulnerable communities, how a project will benefit the natural resources
critical to natural-resource dependent industries such as fisheries, tourism, etc.)

@ YES O NO O Not articulated

Notes:

As indicated in the proposal, the Salt Bayou system is rich in natural resources and is a valuable economic resource. This
system provides benefits for people along the Upper Texas Coast, including outdoor recreation and storm protection. The area
is also important for commercial and recreational fisheries productivity and for wintering and migratory bird habitat.
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