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A. Comprehensive Plan Goals

Of the goals addressed by the proposal, which is the single primary goal? 
Proposals should discuss how the proposed activity is designed to address the primary goal. 
Check one:

 Restore and Conserve Habitat – Restore and conserve the health, diversity and resilience of key 
coastal, estuarine and marine habitats.

Restore Water Quality – Restore and protect water quality of the Gulf Coast region’s fresh, 
estuarine and marine waters.

Replenish and Protect Living Coastal and Marine Resources – Restore and protect healthy, 
diverse and sustainable living coastal and marine resources.

Enhance Community Resilience – Build upon and sustain communities with capacity to adapt to 
short- and long-term changes.

Restore and Revitalize the Gulf Economy – Enhance the sustainability and resiliency of the Gulf 
economy.

Notes:



B. Comprehensive Plan Objectives

Proposals must clearly identify which objectives the proposal will address

1. Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

YES NO Not articulated N/A

2. Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

YES NO Not articulated N/A

3. Protect and Restore Living Coastal and Marine Resources

YES NO Not articulated N/A

4. Restore and Enhance Natural Processes and Shorelines

YES NO Not articulated N/A

Notes:



8. Of these objectives which is the single primary objective the proposal addresses?

Check one:

 Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

Protect and Restore Living Coastal and Marine Resources

Restore and Enhance Natural Processes and Shorelines

Promote Community Resilience

Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education

Improve Science-Based Decision-Making Processes



C. RESTORE Act and Comprehensive Plan Priority Criteria  
  
All proposals must explain if the proposal addresses one or more of the priority criteria as established by the 
RESTORE Act and Initial Comprehensive Plan and, if so, how. 

1. This project is projected to make the greatest contribution to restoring and protecting the natural resources, 
ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the Gulf Coast region, 
without regard to geographic location within the Gulf Coast region. 

YES NO Not articulated N/A

2. This is a large-scale project/program that is projected to substantially contribute to restoring and protecting 
the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the 
Gulf Coast ecosystem. 

YES NO Not articulated N/A

3. This project is contained in existing Gulf Coast State comprehensive plans for the restoration and protection 
of natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the 
Gulf Coast region. 

YES NO

4. This project will restore long-term resiliency of the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and 
wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands most impacted by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. 

YES NO

5. Promote Community Resilience

YES NO Not articulated N/A

6. Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education

YES NO Not articulated N/A

Notes:



D. Comprehensive Plan Commitments 
  
All proposals must demonstrate how the proposal will achieve any or all of the commitments in the Comprehensive 
Plan. The commitments in the Comprehensive Plan are as follows:  
  
Does the proposal articulate how it will achieve the following commitments in the comprehensive plan?

1. Science-based Decision-Making 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

2. Regional Ecosystem-based Approach to Restoration

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

3. Engagement, Inclusion, and Transparency

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:



4. Leveraging Resources and Partnerships 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

5. Delivering Results and Measuring Impacts 

YES NO

Notes:

E. Meeting Commitments and Tracking and Measuring Progress

1. Does the proposal articulate how it will meet and achieve its commitments?

YES NO Not articulated

2. Does the proposal have a plan for tracking and measuring progress?

YES NO

Notes:



F. Proposal Emphasis Areas

Does the submission describe how the proposed project or program addresses the following four considerations:

1. Is the proposed activity foundational in the sense that the project or program forms an initial core step (or 
steps) in addressing a significant ecosystem issue, and can future activities be tiered to substantially increase 
the benefits?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

2. Will the proposed activity be sustainable over time?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

3. Is the proposed activity likely to succeed?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:



4. Does the proposed activity benefit the human community? 
(examples of benefits may include, but are not limited to: how a project will utilize local workers, how a project 
will benefit geographically or socially vulnerable communities, how a project will benefit the natural resources 
critical to natural-resource dependent industries such as fisheries, tourism, etc.) 
 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:


	fc-int01-generateAppearances: 
	Notes:_ssnHmXWZK*T4bH-yRL8YfA: 
	_4_ Does the proposed activity_wrWh-BCVcRgbJJV6C4nUpw: Not articulated
	Notes:_-*5GAyZnZD9hI4uTzC514A: As stated in the proposal, the project objective to reduce the volume flow of saline water moving through Grand Pass into
Lake Mechant to reduce salinity intrusion into the upper basin has been demonstrated through two independent modeling efforts (NRCS preliminary modeling and FTN hydrodynamic model). 

The proposal also discusses that working on the coast of Louisiana is a challenge; it is very difficult to move equipment into very remote locations that have elements of sensitivity. The coastal wetlands provide habitat for numerous fish and wildlife species and provide socioeconomic resources including commercial fishing (crabs, shrimp, and oysters), recreation fishing, and oil and gas infrastructure. All of these factors have to be considered when doing construction. However, the location of this project is primarily in open water and is readily accessible through several state-owned navigable waterways. All environmental and use compliances would be addressed before initiating any construction on this project-therefore increasing the likelihood of success.


	_3_ Is the proposed activity l_VSEDmLQEafABZ9niFKYJQg: YES
	Notes:_q7I03w-tthRdTt1tHQaI*w: As stated in the proposal, through the management of salinity intrusion where salinity was historically and naturally moderated through intact land features, the project will result in 233 acres from the hydrologic restoration, 282 acres from the marsh creation and 25 acres of ridge for a total 540 acres of total direct net acres of benefit-which, if managed, over time will also provide sustainable marsh habitat over time.
	_2_ Will the proposed activity_kF1Qj3MYM1csxHhXn3c5rA: YES
	Notes:_5JNUi9fkVbjh2aJTRsLB9A: As stated in the proposal, salinity has been documented to directly affect plant productivity (LCA 2004, Appendix C). Plant production is an important component of marsh stability in that it provides the organic fraction of the marsh soils. Large areas of marsh loss have occurred in areas where marsh vegetation has been impacted by saltwater intrusion. This is particularly true in the highly organic fresh and intermediate marshes which are almost exclusively maintained by plant production. Salinity increase progressively impacts productivity and, although salinity may not kill the plant directly, reduces the rate of production of a broad area, translating into a lack of organic matter production and a reduction in the internal accumulation of organic matter needed to sustain soil formation. Because in situ organic production is an important component to soil maintenance and to sustaining elevation, the inference is that the reduction in organic production will increase the land loss rate. Therefore, it can also be inferred that an increase in production will reduce the land loss rate by increasing organic production.

This proposal would support planning, that if implemented, would provide a foundational step in supporting long-term marsh restoration of the area. 
	_1_ Is the proposed activity f_0BM53rup6ZF2ISK6rUCySw: YES
	Notes:_xD4JHPZ7Gwub593STMPq3A: As stated in the proposal, the hydrologic restoration component consists of an engineered rock structure that may need
periodic maintenance to maintain elevation in order to be fully effective. NRCS usually projects the costs of maintaining a structure based upon best available design information, including expected settlement. In the design phase of the project, geotechnical analyses are done on the soils to determine load bearing and the design will account for expected settlement. The analysis will also determine volume of rock material that will be needed to maintain the structure over time. This is budgeted in the calculation of the cost of the project. Monitoring of this structure will include annual inspections of the structure by the project team. Environmental monitoring will be included the Coastwide Reference Monitoring System (CRMS) that has been set up and is funded through the CWPPRA program. There are several continuous monitoring stations set up throughout the project area that will allow for observation on the performance of the project. Design of the marsh creation component also includes geotechnical analysis to determine the initial elevation of fill material needed to compensate for settlement and achieve the target marsh elevation. This would be monitored through the use of preset staff gauges placed within the marsh
creation cells. Following construction, the marsh creation cells would be monitored for natural colonization of native vegetation and, if natural colonization is low, the area may be planted.

The ridge restoration component has a vegetation plan that includes timed planting of target native species and herbicide treatments to prevent invasive/exotics from preventing the establishment of desired species. This would entail monitoring and coordination to optimize the development of the ridge feature as both quality habitat and as an important functional landscape feature.
	_2_ Does the proposal have a p_oVmNJ6ZQKnSVilNNQvUQZA: YES
	_1_ Does the proposal articula_nrlYBmuaTw6qsqWzLtNicw: YES
	Notes:_m4IMIes4Va2ERYuLz-7naw: As stated in the proposal, by reducing the cross-section of Grand Pass and restoring the integrity of the land bridge that separates the two large lake systems (Lake Mechant and Caillou Lake), the project will result in 233 acres from the hydrologic restoration, 282 acres from the marsh creation and 25 acres of ridge for a total 540 acres of total direct net acres of benefit.

The proposal commits that monitoring of this project will include annual inspections of the structural features and environmental monitoring via the Coastwide Reference Monitoring System (CRMS) that has been set up and is funded through the CWPPRA program. In addition, the USDA will deliver results and measure impacts of this five-year project under the auspices of the RESTORE Act and other applicable statutory authorities.
	_5_ Delivering Results and Mea_zLe*vqKxNbIjrQF7GhguJQ: YES
	Notes:_x4SLgzI0PRhjKJwylkBvAw: As stated in the proposal, (and Section D.2) this project is a component of a much broader effort to restore coastal Louisiana. The project has been identified in the Louisiana State Master Plan (CPRA 2012) as a priority location and these components have been developed in collaboration with Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority, Terrebonne Parish, and private landowners that are within the footprint of the project. In addition, the project has been vetted through a process of engineering and environmental scrutiny that includes the participation of several state and federal agencies including U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA National Marine Fisheries, U.S. Army Corp of Engineers, and the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.
	_4_ Leveraging Resources and P_9Ntih-97VDtXh*ieU3UAGw: YES
	Notes:_ebp62ao01pHaVma8kJrEjg: 
	_3_ Engagement, Inclusion, and_bZjwblLj5*fwiPHmqQhDmw: Not articulated
	Notes:_o9jp3rQEfdn8ZfoyShMARw: As stated in the proposal, this project takes a regional ecosystem-based approach to restoration by: 1) reestablishing
historic hydrologic and salinity conditions by reducing the artificial intrusion of Gulf marine waters into the Central Terrebonne marshes via the Grand Pass while enhancing the influence of the Atchafalaya River waters into the area and 2) creating/restoring a ridge feature and degraded marsh in the landbridge that separates Lake Mechant from Caillou Lake to insure the integrity of the ridge and its important function of sustaining optimal salinity gradients and promoting healthy marsh recovery in the region.

In addition, the proposal states that this project is a component of a much broader effort to restore coastal Louisiana. The project has been identified in the Louisiana State Master Plan (CPRA 2012) as a priority location and these components have been developed in collaboration with Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority, Terrebonne Parish, and private landowners that are within the footprint of the project. 
	_2_ Regional Ecosystem-based A_KWEhND7FTWx7atRUJ9UepQ: YES
	Notes:_PnLcdJWb0fKGJQwq-fjKxA: As stated in the proposal, the U.S. Geological Survey National Wetland Research Center (NWRC) provided an analysis
of land loss for each of the project areas which includes a hypertemporal rate of loss derived from multiple images of LandSat data over a period ranging from 1984 to 2013. An analysis was performed on each of the project’s three components – hydrologic restoration, marsh creation and ridge restoration. Each of these components requires a different approach to arrive at benefits, and therefore are treated individually for the purposes of analysis. The benefits of the three components can then be added together to yield total net benefits for the combined elements. All benefits are reported as acres. This project has also utilized various forms of computer modeling to generate project effects and benefits. The project objective to reduce the volume flow of saline water moving through Grand Pass into Lake Mechant to reduce salinity intrusion into the upper basin has been demonstrated through two independent modeling efforts (NRCS preliminary modeling and FTN hydrodynamic model). This work in combination would support science-based decision making.
	_1_ Science-based Decision-Mak_zGMovpa9Z9rDc1QTCkQ94g: YES
	Notes:_cvvrIu7Vw2HeAkxCsqsGtA: As stated in the proposal, this large-scale project will substantially contribute to restoration and protection of the natural resources and coastal wetlands of the Gulf Coast ecosystem.  The proposal notes that the Wetland Value Assessment (WVA 2013) methodology (Variable 1 - Percent of Wetland Area Covered by Emergent Vegetation only) from the Coastal Wetlands Planning Protection and Restoration Act (CWPPRA) program was used to calculate the benefits of the project. Benefits are defined as the net acres of wetland area created, restored and/or protected during the life of the project. (The CWPPRA program generally evaluates the projects over a 20 year period to correspond to the program obligation to operate and maintain the project. Therefore, the benefits developed in this proposal will reflect those derived for CWPPRA projects with a 20 year land loss rate adjustment to account for changes over time.)

As stated in the proposal, this project is a component of a broader effort to restore coastal Louisiana. The project has been identified in the Louisiana State Master Plan (CPRA 2012) as a priority location and these components have been developed in collaboration with Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority, Terrebonne Parish, and private landowners that are within the footprint of the project. In addition, the project has been vetted through a process of engineering and environmental scrutiny that includes the participation of several state and federal agencies including U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA National Marine Fisheries, U.S. Army Corp of Engineers, and the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

The restoration of the wetlands would also provide habitat for different types of living coastal and marine resources that were damaged by the DWH oil spill.

	_6_ Promote Natural Resource S_s2cZLeCRVogh*IA89guMzg: Not articulated
	_5_ Promote Community Resilien_Gq4uVp1DCqDt-b8EzMFyEA: Not articulated
	_4_ This project will restore _IIg1ezFQR5XnwR0OIna-1g: YES
	_3_ This project is contained _HkzjM0ZHWwvF*oMLOCyZ-g: YES
	_2_ This is a large-scale proj_HrhqVvNKGkxi2*WvfKlYRw: YES
	_1_ This project is projected _DPMgXNukuc3*dbkerMPTnw: YES
	singleselectfield_YBOvjmTnofJQr2gODeWJRQ: Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats
	Notes:_VYndyYIJr6GQG9cYV72yqg: Please see Notes in Section A.  
	_4_ Restore and Enhance Natura_uZai1zCDd3BtaP468Jp7Pw: YES
	_3_ Protect and Restore Living_*sj*618XpGyBlCAo1BckBA: YES
	_2_ Restore, Improve, and Prot_T7QbMg3qJE1zAfZKcLoilQ: YES
	_1_ Restore, Enhance, and Prot_cemZXWlXlHqtTB2JVWP2aA: YES
	Notes:_LXZaTlpa8DERVDzdWyVBiw: As indicated in the proposal, the project components perform synergistically to provide benefits to over approximately
48,000 acres of wetlands through a combination of hydrologic restoration, marsh creation and ridge restoration. This project takes a regional ecosystem-based approach to restoration by: 1) reestablishing historic hydrologic and salinity conditions by reducing the artificial intrusion of Gulf marine waters into the Central Terrebonne marshes via the Grand Pass while enhancing the influence of the Atchafalaya River waters into the area and 2) creating/restoring a ridge feature and degraded marsh in the landbridge that separates Lake Mechant from Caillou Lake to insure the integrity of the ridge and its important function of sustaining optimal salinity gradients and promoting healthy marsh recovery in the region. The project would contribute to the primary comprehensive plan goal of habitat restoration by incorporating hydrologic restoration and ridge restoration/marsh creation strategies which will restore, and conserve the health, diversity and resilience of key coastal, estuarine, and marine
habitats of the lower Terrebonne Basin. 

The project proposes to achieve the primary objective of enhancing and protecting critical coastal Louisiana habitats. The secondary goal of restoring and protecting water quality would be accomplished by restoring optimal salinity gradients, restoring and enhancing natural processes and shorelines, and promoting marsh primary.  All these habits would aid in restoring and sustaining healthy living coastal and marine resources.
	singleselectfield_5pN2cpwlVJrl2hu4Sr-qhw: Restore and Conserve Habitat – Restore and conserve the health, diversity and resilience of key coastal, estuarine and marine habitats.
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